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In 1953, Washington National Cathedral dedicated two stained glass windows memorializing 
Confederate Generals Robert E. Lee (1807–1870) and Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson (1824–1863). The 
windows contained scenes from the lives of both men along with images of the Confederate battle 
flag. Memorial tablets with inscriptions lauding these men were embedded in the walls beneath. The 
windows were donated by the United Daughters of the Confederacy as part of a larger campaign to 
memorialize and honor Confederate leaders and soldiers. The installation remained largely unchanged 
for 60 years.
In 2015, nine Black worshippers at Mother Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, South Carolina, 
were murdered by a young white man who envisioned launching a race war. When images of the shooter 
emerged online with the Confederate battle flag and hate-filled messages towards Black Americans, 
then-Cathedral Dean Gary Hall called for the removal of the windows, which featured that same flag. 
What followed Dean Hall’s announcement was a multi-year process that pushed the Cathedral to 
consider the stories told and untold within this building and its sacred iconography.
Concluding that the windows told an incomplete and misleading account of history, the Cathedral 
committed to finding ways to offer a richer, more balanced expression of our nation’s story. The 
Confederate battle flags had been removed in 2016. The windows themselves were removed and 
deconsecrated in 2017 after a years-long process of discussion and discernment within and outside the 
Cathedral community.
In 2021, the Cathedral announced that acclaimed artist Kerry James Marshall had agreed to create new 
racial justice themed stained glass windows and celebrated poet and author Dr. Elizabeth Alexander 
would compose a new poem to be inscribed in stone tablets alongside Marshall’s windows. As artists 
adept at capturing the lived experience of Black Americans, Marshall and Alexander now add a new 
and important chapter to the Cathedral’s history. Our prayer is that these new installations reflect the 
Cathedral’s aspirations to be a sacred gathering place where all Americans can see themselves reflected 
in its expanding art and iconography.
Today, at the dedication of the newly installed Now and Forever Windows, with original poem 
“American Song,” this Cathedral aims to tell a fuller, more inclusive narrative. We hope to widen the 
circle to include missing faces and voices. In this House of Prayer for All People, we want to tell the 
stories of all people.
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The people’s responses are in bold.

Prelude
Balm in Gilead Negro spiritual; arr. Harry T. Burleigh (1866–1949)
Your Love DeJaughn Murphy (b. 1982), William Murphy (b. 1973)

The people remain seated as representatives of the predominantly and historically African American parishes in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Washington, the Union of Black Episcopalians, the historical African American Protestant denominations, and 
justice organizations are seated.

Music at the Procession
Cycle of Processionals David N. Johnson (1922–1987)

Introit
My Lord, What a Morning Negro spiritual; arr. H. T. Burleigh

My Lord, what a mornin’,
My Lord, what a mornin’,
Oh, my Lord, what a mornin’,
When the stars begin to fall.
Done quit all my worldly ways,
Gonna join that heavenly band.
My Lord, what a mornin’,
My Lord, what a mornin’,
Oh, my Lord, what a mornin’,
When the stars begin to fall.

The people stand as able at the introduction to the hymn.

The Dedication & Blessing of the 
Now and Forever Windows

September 23, 2023 • 11:00 am
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Hymn at the Procession
All People That on Earth Do Dwell Sung by all. Old 100th

Welcome & Occasion The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde
The Very Reverend Randolph Marshall Hollerith

The Opening Acclamation
Bishop God is in this place.
People And we are God’s people.
Bishop O God, we love the house in which you dwell
People and the place where your glory abides.
Bishop Let us not forget our past and those who have gone before us.
People We remember our ancestors, our history, and we come to name our future.
Bishop O God our Creator, be with us now as we praise your Holy Name and let there be love and understanding 

among us. May every heart which seeks your presence find it here in this sacred space, that this Cathedral 
Church may be called a house of prayer for the nations.

People Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.
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A Prayer for the Human Family
Dean The Lord be with you.
People And also with you. 
Dean Let us pray. 
 O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion 

on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our hearts; break down 
the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and confusion to 
accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations and races may serve you in 
harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People Amen.

The people are seated.

Anthem 
Make Us One Sung by the ensemble. Carol Cymbala (b. 1947)

Make us one, Lord,
Make us one.
Holy Spirit, make us one.
Let your love show,
So the world will know,
We are one in you.

The First Lesson  Read by The Honorable Sydney Kamlager-Dove. Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time 
to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to 
build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and 
a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time 
to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time 
to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.

Reader For the Word of God in scripture,
 for the Word of God among us,
 for the Word of God within us.
People Thanks be to God.

The Second Lesson  Read by Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr. Romans 12:9-18
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one 
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, 
persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute 
you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with 
one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay 
anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, 
live peaceably with all.

Reader For the Word of God in scripture,
 for the Word of God among us,
 for the Word of God within us.
People Thanks be to God.



Anthem 
Heal Our Land Sung by the ensemble. Oscar Williams (b. 1980)

If my people who are called by my name
Would humble themselves and pray,
Seek my face, turn from their wicked ways,
Then I’ll hear from heaven,
I’ll forgive their sins,
And I will heal their land.
Heal our land, Lord, heal our land.
Heal our land, Lord, heal our land.
I know you can, Lord, and you will, Lord,
So we ask, please heal our land.

The Reading  
Excerpts from Letter from Birmingham Jail Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929–1968)

Letter from Birmingham Jail is a seminal text of the civil rights era. On Good Friday, April 12, 1963, the Reverend Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. was arrested and jailed for eight days in Birmingham, Alabama, as a leader and participant 
in the Birmingham Campaign, a series of sit-ins and pickets aimed at bringing an end to the city’s municipal segregation 
ordinances. King’s letter from the jail, dated April 16, 1963, was a response to a public statement by eight white religious 
leaders who questioned the tactics and timing of King and his allies. Addressed to “My dear Fellow Clergymen,” but 
released publicly and published widely, King’s letter answers some of the criticisms he received from his colleagues. While 
expressing his disappointment with white moderates and the white church for failing to stand with him and other activists, 
King makes the case for nonviolent action to bring about an end to racial segregation in the South.

Remarks Kerry James Marshall

4



5

The Dedication & Blessing
The people stand as able at the introduction to the hymn.

The principal service participants move to the windows.

Hymn 
Christ Is the World's True Light Sung by all. St. Joan

The Presentation of the Windows

The windows are presented by the co-chairs of the Windows Replacement Committee, Dr. Eric L. Motley and Chase Rynd.
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The Dedication & Blessing of the Windows
Dean As the people of God, we now come to dedicate and bless these windows to the glory of God.

Bishop All things come from you, O Lord;
People And from your own gifts do we give to you.
Bishop Prosper the work of our hands.
People Prosper our handiwork.
Bishop Show your servants your works.
People And your splendor to their children.

Bishop Almighty God, we thank you that you have put it into the hearts of your people to make offerings for 
your service, and have been pleased to accept their gifts. Be with us now and bless us as these windows are 
set apart to your praise and glory. May they be for all who see them a reminder of God’s call to us, that 
we may, by our words and actions, let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream, and seek the dignity and freedom of people everywhere; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People Amen.
Dean I will make your windows of agates, and all your borders of pleasant stones. 
 Look upon the rainbow, and praise him who made it: 
People How beautiful it is in its brightness. 
Bishop Let us pray.

Silence is kept.

Bishop O Lord God, the whole world is filled with the radiance of your glory: Accept our offering of these 
windows which we now dedicate to you for the adornment of this Cathedral as a House of Prayer for All 
People and for the inspiration of your people. Grant that as the light shines through them in many colors, 
so our lives may show forth the beauty of your manifold gifts of grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People Amen.

The bishop sprinkles the windows with blessed water.

Dean Almighty God, source of creation and fount of beauty: Bless the work of your servants who, through their 
creativity and skill, reveal to us a glimpse of your perfection in art and literature; continue, we pray, to 
inspire all people in their artistic expressions; and, in your own time, bring to perfection the work which 
has begun in us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

People Amen.
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Dedicatory Poem Read by the poet.
“American Song”  Dr. Elizabeth Alexander (b. 1962)

Imperfect, in struggle, contested, more
than one voice at a time. Onward, multi –
American song, American psalm.
A single voice raised, then another. We
must tell the truth about our history.
How did we get here and where do we go?
Walk toward freedom. Work toward freedom.
Believe in beloved community.
We are not yet close enough to heaven.
Aspire to song. Aspire to the lift
of voices joined to make a mighty noise.
What are the luminous, sacred words?
Courage, evolve, freedom, community,
truth, trust, love, peace, yes, why, agape.
American song, American prayer.
All of our voices combined into song.
Sing sacred words, true and just.
May this portal be where the light comes in.

The people remain standing as the principal service participants move to the crossing.

The people are seated.

Anthem 
I Dream a World Sung by the ensemble. Dave Brubeck (1920–2012)

I dream a world where man
No other man will scorn,
Where love will bless the earth
And peace its paths adorn.
I dream a world where all
Will know sweet freedom’s way,
Where greed no longer saps the soul
Nor avarice blights our day.
A world I dream where black or white,
Whatever race you be,
Will share the bounties of the earth
And every man is free,
Where wretchedness will hang its head
And joy, like a pearl,
Attends the needs of all mankind—
Of such I dream, my world!

(Langston Hughes, 1901–1967)

The people stand as able.
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A Prayer for Healing Said by all.

Gracious and merciful God, 
look on us today and see your children, 
with ancestors of different races and languages, 
descended from many families, 
yet bound into one by the Spirit who yet lives in and among us. 
We come before you Almighty God,
asking you to lift from us the burdens of our past, 
to forgive us our sins, 
and to heal in us all the wounds and division of our present time, 
that we may find wholeness and peace as your people seeking justice, truth, and reconciliation. 
Continue, we pray, 
your many mercies in this Cathedral Church 
and in our nation, 
that we may be conscious at all times of your unchanging love; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

The Peace
Bishop  The peace of Christ be always with you.
People  And also with you.

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace.

A Prayer for the Diversity of Races and Cultures
Cn. Hamlin The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you. 
Cn. Hamlin Let us pray. 

  O God, who created all peoples in your image, we thank you for the wonderful diversity of races and 
cultures in this world. Enrich our lives by ever-widening circles of fellowship, and show us your presence 
in those who differ most from us, until our knowledge of your love is made perfect in our love for all 
your children; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

People  Amen.
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Hymn 
Lift Every Voice and Sing Sung by all. J. Rosamond Johnson (1873–1954)
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The Blessing

The bishop blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen.

The Dismissal

Cn. Duncan Be watchful, stand firm in your faith,
  be courageous and strong.
  Make no peace with oppression.
  Practice justice and mercy,
  and let all that you do be done in love.
  Go in Peace!
People  Thanks be to God!

Retiring Procession
Jubilate Fela Sowande (1905–1987)
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The work of this Cathedral is made possible entirely through the support of individuals like you. The gifts of people 
from across the country and the world are behind every worship service, concert, public program, and the daily work of 
maintaining this historic landmark and house of prayer for all people.

All are invited to make a gift to support the Cathedral’s ministry of sharing God’s love by scanning the 
QR code at the left, or by texting the dollar amount you wish to give to 202-856-9005.

Thank you for your generosity. Please know that your participation with us today has been a blessing.
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New Union Prayerbook, Copyright 1975, Central Conference of American Rabbis, New York and Union of Liberal and 
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use permitted with attribution. Peace taken from Enriching Our Worship 1, Copyright 1998, The Church Pension Fund. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved. Dismissal based on 1 Corinthians 16:13-14.
All People That on Earth Do Dwell. Text: William Kethe (d. 1594). Music: Old 100th. From Psalmes octante trois de 
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Land. Oscar Williams, Copyright 2021, DistroKid, Songtrust Ave, and Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC. Reprinted 
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Copyright 1942, Church Publishing Incorporated. Reprinted under One License #A-709283. I Dream a World. Langston 
Hughes, Copyright 1994, The Estate of Langston Hughes. Reprinted under One License #A-709283. Lift Every Voice and 
Sing. Text: James Weldon Johnson (1871–1938). Music: J. Rosamond Johnson. Public domain.

All Cathedral worship services are livestreamed via video for our online congregation. By participating in this service you 
acknowledge that you may be visible on live broadcast or archived video. If you are uncomfortable about the possibility of 
appearing on video, please see an usher to be reseated in a more private area.




